Prayer for Syria.
God of Compassion, hear the cries of the people of Syria. Comfort those who suffer violence;
Console those who mourn the dead. Give strength to Syria’s neighbouring countries to
welcome the refugees; Convert the hearts of those who have taken up arms and protect those
committed to peace.
God of hope, Inspire leaders to choose peace over violence and to seek reconciliation with
their enemies. Inflame the Universal Church with compassion for the people of Syria, and give
us hope for a future built on justice for all. We ask this through Jesus Christ the Prince of Peace
and Light of the World. Amen.

Christmas Lights Switch On
This year the Christmas Tree lights will be switched on this week in the
Hightown Village on Wednesday 30th November at 6.30pm and at the Ince
Blundell Village Hall on Friday 2nd December at 6.00pm. All are welcome to
attend.

According to the number of bags I saw coming off the bus last Wednesday, it looked like the
Boundary Mills Outlet trip was an extremely successful on and I hope all who wend enjoyed
themselves. This week Carol Bennett for the Valerie Taylor Trust will be speaking about how
they help paralysed people in Bangladesh. If you want to find out some information before
Carol’s talk please have a look at http://www.valerietaylortrust.org. Next week 7th December
will be our Christmas Lunch, if you want to join us for that please see either Jenny Longfellow,
Agnes Baybut or Father David.

Fatima 2017
To celebrate the centenary of the first Apparition of Our Lady at Fatima,
Leisure Time Travel are taking a pilgrimage to Fatima 13-17 March 2017.
With flights from Liverpool to Lisbon, transfers and half board
accommodation, the price is £429 per person. For more details please contact Leisure Time
Travel on 0151 287 8000.

Advent Resources
The Bishops Conference are issuing some Advent Resources for us to use in our preparations.
As we look to the coming of Christ at Christmas, we're taking a truly global look at the prayer
that Jesus gave us - The Lord's Prayer in different language each day and also reflections on
the Prophet Isaiah at http://www.catholicnews.org.uk/advent-reflections-2016. Why not use
these our Advent this year.

Lay Funeral Ministers
The diocese now has a number of lay ministers who are allowed to lead funerals
when no ordained minister is available. A training course is being held at LACE
on 29-30 November. If anyone would like more information or would like to
consider going on the course and being appointed as a lay funeral leader for our
parishes please let Father David know.
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I’m late writing this, this week, and it is Saturday morning that I
am at my desk. Today is the last day of the liturgical year, tomorrow is
the first Sunday of Advent and the beginning of the new year. I was
listening to some music yesterday and Dina Carroll’s the perfect year
came on—it got switched off very quickly as it’s a New years Eve song, but it made
start to think and reflect on what has happened in the last liturgical year.
I suppose the biggest thing to happen in the life of the Church in 2016, was the
Year of Mercy. For the past 12 months the theme of the Church has been “Merciful like
the Father” and every weekday in our parishes the Year of Mercy Prayer was recited
after Holy Communion. Its been a time to look at our parish and ourselves and see
where we show mercy and compassion, to each other and those in need, and maybe
an opportunity be reconciled with God and each other. But this is not something that
has to end because the Year of Mercy has ended, I would hope it has enkindled
something within us and mercy and compassion will be virtues that we can put into
practice everyday of our lives. Let us pray that we will be those loving, caring people
we want to be and that we will be as compassionate and merciful like the Father
everyday..
So the new liturgical year begins with Advent today (Year A), and the first
candle of our Advent wreath will be lit. For some it will mean the beginning of the
Christmas preparations, but for us, not quite yet. No the first part of Advent looks at
the Second Coming of Christ, when he will come again in glory; the Christmas story is
not mentioned at all in Church until the 17th December. People will be getting the
lights ready for the tree and some may even have all their presents in and the food
shopping either in or on order (I have none of that done yet!). But what about
ourselves and our relationship with God? Have we set any time aside for us to be with
God and are we ready to greet him when he comes in glory. The problem with our
God is that he won’t tell us when he is coming again and so there is no possibility of
putting a date in the diary or scheduling something to remind us on the computer, so
Saint Luke’s advice today is poignant. Stay Awake!
So as we enter this new year maybe we can make a spiritual new years
resolution to stay awake spiritually and be ready for when the Lord comes in glory.

Masses & Intentions for the following Week
Our Lady of Victories
Sun 27

Holy Family
9.00am

Richard Brown

11.15a.m

Special Intention (SMK)
& Parishioners

Mon 28

9.00am

Service of the Word
and Holy Communion

10.00am

Mass in the Convent

Tues 29

9.00am

Peter Markey

9.00am

Rene Sales

Wed 30

9.00am

Pious Lists

10.00am

Mass in the Convent

Thurs 1

9.00am

Wilf & Joe Yates

10.00am

Mass in the Convent

Fri 2

9.00am

Jean Rimmer

10.00am

Mass in the Convent

Sat 3

12.00 noon

Allan Larkin

10.00am

Mass in the Convent

9.00am

Ronald Morris
& Parishioners

Sun 4
11.15a.m

James & Josephine Bell

Please remember in your Prayers
SICK & ELDERLY: Mark Cheminais, Margaret Smith, James Scales, Peter Kelly,
Nicholas Metcalfe, Paul Kennedy, Irene Desmet, Peter Ward, John Hogan, James
Pendleton, Abby Green, Sandra Lenagan, Dcn John Crooks, Ann Crooks, Paul
McElheron, Marrick Jones, Tom & Emily Morley, Nessa Cartwright, Pauline Irvine,
Michael Cusack, Brian Parle, Rose Middleman, Elizabeth Pritchard, Elizabeth Francis,
Julie Davis, Ina Tyson, Nellie Hemmingway, Tom Yates, Joan Callaghan, Michelle
Boulton, Fr. Gerry Britt, Carol Geill, Fr. Jim Clarkson, Joshua Hayes, Kathy, Martin, Blair
Fowler, Gerry Jones, Margaret Burke, Fr. Pat Harnett SCJ, Pat Sugden, Margaret
Kennedy, Clive & Kath Knight, Adam Woods, Tina Kennedy, Marie Boner, Mary Irish,
Martin Denson, Jean McGuiness, Anthony O’Sullivan, Henry Henderson, Peter & Rene
Sales, Elizabeth Esdaile, Marie Tyrer, Vincent & Alexander Neal, Pam Morrissey,
Christina & Hugh Nicholson-Walker, Jean & Peter Riley, Indi Chainey
RECENTLY DIED: James & Josephine Bell
IN MEMORIUM OF: James Whalley, Mary, Josephine Linnane, Alistair Skilling, Francis
Yates, Joe Wall, Richard Brown, Patricia Wildgoose, John Malone Revv. Fr. Arthur
Mulchaey, Mgr. Canon Denis McDonnell, Dcns Stefan Sweitlik, Anthony Callaghan
Eternal Rest, give unto them O Lord, And let perpetual light shine upon them
May they rest in peace Amen

Weekly Events
Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thurs
Fri
Sat

Mass 9.00am Holy Family
Mass 11.15am Our Lady of Victories
Padre Pio Prayer Group and Rosary OLOV 9.30am
Morning Prayer 8.40am OLOV
Our Lady’s Playgroup 9.45am OLOV Hall
Divine Mercy Prayers 6.15pm OLOV
Morning Prayer 8.40am OLOV;
Wednesday Club 2.00pm OLOV Hall
Morning Prayer 8.40am OLOV
Art Club 9.45am OLOV Hall
Morning Prayer 8.40am OLOV
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 11.30am-11.55am
Confessions 11.30am-11.55am

Foodbank
Christmas must be a very difficult time for people who are struggling to make
ends meet, and I would imagine the Foodbank will be busy over the festive
period. Today, and for the following 2 Sundays we will hold our Foodbank
collection. As well as all the usual goods they need why not think of adding
some of the festive goods we take for granted in with your donations so as we can make the
lives of others a bit brighter this Christmas.

Our Lady’s Christmas Raffle
Advent begins next week and so tickets for the Christmas Raffle will be
available. As usual tickets are just 20pence each or a book for £1. We
will also be looking for prizes as well. If you wish to donate anything
please look a the lists which will be available next week and sign up to donate a prize. The
draw will be made after the 11.15am Mass on Sunday 18th December.

Archdiocesan Directory
The new Archdiocesan Directories have arrived and are available to by at £3.50. In it
you will find all the information about the parishes in the diocese and Mass times,
and much more. The are available at the back of the Church.

Dementia Friendly Christmas Carol Service
A Dementia friendly Carol Service will be hold on Wednesday 14th December at
2.00pm in the Cathedral. Archbishop Malcolm McMahon will be present. The service
will feature a number of school choirs as well as the “Songs We Remember” Choir. All
are welcome to attend and refreshments will be served afterwards in the Gibberd
Room. For more information please contact The Pastoral Formation Department on 0151 522
1046 or m.knight@rcaol.co.uk

Rev. Jan Ashton
On Tuesday evening St. Stephens' will welcome Rev. Jan Ashton as their new Vicar. We
welcome her to Hightown and ask God’s blessing upon her ministry in the village.

Pause for Thought
After the closing of the Holy Door & Year

How much I desire that the years to come will be full of mercy,
so that every person can experience the goodness and tenderness of God!

